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Multilevel Criminal Opportunity
By Pamela Wilcox, Broke Miller Gialopsos, and Kenneth C. Land
Multilevel Criminal Opportunity is one of the various theories of environmental criminology. Multilevel criminal opportunity theories include the theories of defensible scope, procedure activities, and crime design and objective search which all emphasize the significance of criminal opportunity. Wilcox et al believe that multilevel criminal opportunity theory (MCOT) asserts that multiple factors provided in environmental criminology theories affect opportunity in various levels of analysis. These factors include environmental design, routine activities, informal or formal social control, and lifestyles. MCOT acknowledges that the attributes of individuals, neighborhoods, streets and places affect opportunity.
Criminal Opportunity Theories 
Theories of opportunity consist of a general perspective of multilevel opportunity and assume criminals form sound determinations and are sometimes constrained about their criminal occurrences. Criminal occurrences are non-randomly distributed and differently experienced across places, neighborhoods, individuals, streets, and bigger macro-spatial places (Wilcox et al. 2013). The different perspectives in the account of their crime patterns at different analysis levels are discussed below:
Lifestyle-Routine Activities Theory	
According to this theory, persons encountering exploitation are less guarded, better appropriate targets, and more exposed to criminals. Places, streets, and neighborhoods of criminal occurrence are highly concentrated with offenders, appropriate targets, and inadequate protection.
Environmental Design Theory
Persons encountering exploitation are frequent in reachable place, densely-populated, general places, and less in exclusive places, in physically disoriented space, and given less surveillance. The places, streets, and neighborhoods of crime are also accessed easily, have high density, public space, and less private space, minimal surveillance, and show physical disorientation (Wilcox et al. 2013).
Rational Choice Theory	
Criminals view particular individuals as giving significantly high rewards and low risk, hence targeting them. The places, streets, and neighborhoods where high crime rates occur are perceived by the criminals as highly rewarding and have a low risk for the occurrence of a crime.
Offender Search Theory
According to this theory, individuals who encounter victimization travel within the spaces of the occurrence of the criminals specifically at intersections, walkways, or the borders of walkways and intersections.  The areas that experience high cases of violations are intersections or borders of intersections within the pursuit space of the offender. The streets with a high crime area in major walkways or the borders of the walkways while the neighborhoods with a high crime area proximal to the residence of the offender, in major paths, and nodes.
Social Control Theories	
Individuals with weaknesses in control of social ties are not significantly guarded and are therefore more exposed to victimization. Places with weak control of place management or area level are more probable to have more crime. Streets with high crime rates have weak control of formal and informal systems among the residents hence giving the streets less supervision and intervention. Neighborhoods with high cases of violations have fragile dominance of formal or informal systems among users and residents, hence less supervision and intervention.
General Multilevel Opportunity Theory: Theoretical Propositions
Most scholars examine criminal opportunity by a single opportunity theory although the theories discussed above overlap. However, the single theory is restricted because it does not include a broader comprehending of the various origins of the options of offenders and therefore the need for an integrated general theory. General multilevel opportunity theory can be grouped into 4 propositions: distribution of crime is determined by opportunity, opportunity originates from numerous sources, crime opportunity is multilevel, and opportunity can function interactively or independently in different levels.
Implications
In summary, numerous theories of opportunity have been highlighted in the previous 30 years. The theories provide that violation is experienced indifferent social life levels because of criminal opportunity variations. The general multilevel opportunity has obtained impressive evidence for its support up-to-date (Wilcox et al. 2013). Failing to factor general multilevel opportunities may result in protective factors and risk overestimation. Considerable empirical evidence has been provided in support of multilevel criminal opportunity theories.
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